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1 . AN UNUSUAL COURT CASE INVOLVING UGANDA'S HIGHEST-RANKING 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE TO DENMARK, NORWAY AND SWEDEN 
RECEIVED EXTENSIVE MEDIA PLAY THIS PAST WEEK. 

UGANDAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES JAMES BABA HAD SUED THE 
EDITOR OF EKSTRA BLADET, A POPULAR TABLOID, FOR ITS 
DESCRIPTION OF BABA AS "A MASS MURDERER" AND "IDI AMIN'S 
ERRAND BOY." ON JUNE 17 THE COURT ACQUITTED THE EDITOR 
AND ASSESSED BABA 140,000 DKR (APPROX 7US$25,000) 

IN COSTS. 

2. THE CASE BEGAN IN NOVEMBER 1977 WHEN EKSTRA BLADET 
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PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW WITH FORMER UGANDAN HEALTH 
MINISTER HENRY KYEMBA. KYEMBA HAD STATED THAT HE WAS 
SHOCKED TO FIND JAMES BABA, "A MASS MURDERER," AS 
UGANDA DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE IN SCANDINAVIA. 

DENYING KYEMBA'S ALLEGATIONS, BAB BROUGHT SUIT 
AGAINST THE TABLOID FOR PRINTING THE REMARKS. 
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DURING LAST WEEK'S HEARINGS, EKSTRA BLADET CALLED 
NINE UGANDAN REFUGEES NOW LIVING IN DENMARK, SWEDEN, 
BRITAIN AND KENYA TO TESTIFY IN ITS DEFENSE. AMONG 
THE NINE WERE THREE FORMER MINISTERS IN THE UGANDAN 
GOVERNMENT: HENRY KYEMBA (HEALTH), GODFREY LULE 
(JUSTICE) AND JOSHUA W. KIBEDI (FOREIGN MINISTRY). 

THESE THREE TOLD THE COURT AND MEDIA INTERVIEWERS TALES OF 
WITNESSING ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY BABA AND BY THE UGANDAN 
SECURITY AGENCY, THE "STATE RESEARCH BUREAU". 

4. REMARKABLE ABOUT THE CASE WAS THE FACT THAT BABA 
HIMSELF WAS NOT PRESENT DURING THE PROCEEDINGS. HIS 
DANISH LAWYER INFORMED THE COURT THAT THE DIPLOMAT 
HAD BEEN CALLED HOME FOR CONCULTATIONS AND THEN HAD 
SENT WORD THAT HE WILL ILL. QUESTIONED AFTER THE VERDICT 
HAD BEEN HANDED DOWN, BABA'S LAWYER COULD NOT PREDICT 
WHETHER HIS CLIENT WOULD APPEAL THE CASE NOR WHETHER 
HE WOULD RETURN TO DENMARK. 

5. HENRY KYEMBA, ONE OF THE KEY WITNESSES, TOLD 
REPORTERS THAT IDI AMIN HIMSELF PROBABLY ORDERED BABA 
BACK TO UGANDA BECAUSE BABA HAD NOT TOLD HIM OF THE 
SUIT IN ADVANCE. KYEMBA OBSERVED THAT BABA HAS "AN 
UNCERTAIN FUTURE AHEAD." 

6. COMMENT: THE CASE WAS UNUSUAL NOT ONLY BECAUSE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 COPENH 04046 201621Z 

OF BABA'S ABSENCE AND THE GRUESOME ACCOUNTS OF THE 
DEFENSE WITNESSES, BUT BECAUSE BABA PURSUED IT AT ALL. 
OFFICIALS IN THE MFA ARE TAKING A "WAIT AND SEE" 

ATTITUDE IN TERMS OF POSSIBLY DECLARING BABA PERSONNA 
NON GRATA SHOULD HE RETURN TO DENMARK. THE DANES HAVE 
SAID THEY WOULD CONSULT WITH THEIR COLLEAGUES IN 
NORWAY AND SWEDEN, AS BABA IS ALSO ACCREDITED TO THOSE 
COUNTRIES. END COMMENT. 

DEAN 
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